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Family Newsletter 
 

Nokomis Montessori South 
November 2020, Issue 3 

 
Dear Nokomis Montessori South Families- 

I cannot believe how quickly we went from changing leaves to snowflakes. 
What a year this continues to be! 
 
November is a busy month for us. We will hold our fall family-teacher 
conferences. All conferences will be held virtually via Google Meet. 
Conferences will be held on the evenings of November 17 and 19 and 
during the day on Friday, November 20. Watch for an email next week with 
your child’s conference day and time. If the scheduled time does not work 
for you and your family, please work with your child’s teacher to 
reschedule. 
 
Also, this month, Saint Paul Public Schools continues to evaluate the 23 
readiness targets as part of the planning for a transition to a hybrid learning 
model—please check your email for regular updates. Remember, a hybrid 
learning model means that students would attend school in-person two days 
a week and participate in distance learning (as they are now) three days a 
week. Any family that does not feel comfortable returning to school in-
person can register for the Virtual Learning School. There is more 
information below. 
 
We understand each family is experiencing the pandemic differently. We 
also know that families have many questions about what school will look 
like in the hybrid learning model or the Virtual Learning School. We will 
continue to host virtual family sessions via Google Meet as a place to ask 
questions and share perspectives. We have a session planned for November 
9 at 4:00 PM that will be facilitated in English. We will also host sessions 
facilitated in Hmong and in Spanish. See details below! 
 
Please reach out to us with questions by emailing or messaging your 
teachers on Seesaw or Schoology. Further, you can contact the main office 
at 651-744-5500. I’m also available at 651-274-2597 or email at 
abigail.felber-smith@spps.org.  

 
We continue to wish you all the best in these challenging times.  
 
In partnership, 
 
Abby Felber-Smith, Principal 

 

Upcoming Events 

November 12 
PTO meeting (7-8:00 PM) 
 
November 17 & 19 
Evening virtual family-teacher 
conferences (5-8:00 PM) 
 
November 19 
No school for PreK ONLY 
 

   November 20 
No school for students PreK-5 
Family-teacher conferences 

 
November 26/27 
No School—Thanksgiving holiday 
 

Important Announcement 

Curbside Library is up and running! 
Children’s House and E1 students 
can complete a form requesting 
books from our school library. E2 
students can also use the form or 
request specific titles using the 
Destiny system. 
 
Once the request is submitted, 
watch for an email confirmation that 
your books are ready for pick-up. 
The email will let you know when 
you can pick up your books. Pick-
up days will be on Tuesdays from 
4:30-6:30 PM. Email Josh Robinson 
(Joshua.robinson@spps.org) with 
any questions. 
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Counselor’s Corner 
 
Nokomis Montessori South Students and Families,  
  
Even though it’s officially Fall, it sure feels like winter has come early 
this year. I hope you’re staying warm and are getting more and more 
settled with virtual learning. A warm cup of coffee helps. Puppy and I 
do our school work together J.   
  
The Counseling department continues to roll out lessons over a variety 
of different social and emotional and academic subjects every 
Wednesday that includes learning from home, our interests, conflicts, 
respect, empathy and much more. For the month of November, we 
will be focusing on the important topic of Friendship.  
  
Students have been enjoying optional lunch bunches that began in 
October, where each student can eat with their classmates over 
Google Meet from 12:00-12:30.   
  

o Children’s House meets on Mondays using the 
code: nokomischlunch  

o E1 meets on Wednesdays using the code: nokomise1lunch  
o E2 meets on Fridays using the code: nokomise2lunch  

  
You might’ve recently received a letter discussing Personal Learning 
Plans using the new digital learning platform called Xello. We’re still 
in the process of figuring out how this will look for each grade level, 
but the 5th graders will be focusing on their big move to Middle 
School next year. More information to come.  
  
As always, if you ever need to reach out to me with any questions or 
concerns, you can contact me at my 
email: kyle.johnson3@spps.org or you can also fill out this Parent 
Referral as well.    
  
Thank you and have a great month,  
  
Mr. Kyle Johnson  
 
Important News 

Si desea recibir el boletín familiar en papel o si desea que se traduzca, 
llame a la Sra. Beth al 651-744-5500. 

  

   Partnering Together! 

Reach out! 

Please reach out if you think your 
child would benefit from a 1:1 
check-in video conference with 
one of our student and family 
support team members. Form here.  

Family input/networking 
sessions 

Principal Abby will host some 
informal virtual gatherings where 
families can meet one another, 
share ideas for how to support 
their children in Distance 
Learning, and ask any other 
questions that are on their minds. 
We will offer a session in Hmong 
and a session in Spanish. Read 
below for more information 

Remember to follow us on 
Twitter 

@NokomisSouth 
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Yog koj xav tau daim ntawv tshaj ntawm, Family Newsletter, txhais lus Hmoob, thov hu rau Ms.beth, tus 
xov tooj yog 651-744-5500.  Daim, Family newsletter, no qhia txog seb peb ua dabtsi tom tsev kawm 
ntawv, xws li puas muaj kev pab dabtsi rau me nyuam, puas muaj tej yam rau me nyuam kawm ib lub 
hli twg no. Ua tsaug. 

If you would like the monthly family newsletter in paper form or if you would like to have it translated, 
please call Ms. Beth at 651-744-5500. 

Family-Teacher Fall Conferences 
Fall conferences will be held virtually via Google Meet. Conferences create a great opportunity for 
connecting with your child’s teacher about what is going well and exchanging ideas for how we can 
better support your child’s learning. Watch for an email in the next week or two with your child’s 
conference time. The email will include the link for joining the conference. Please reach out to your 
child’s teacher right away if you need to reschedule! Our goal is to meet with every family J 
 
Meeting new staff! 
We have had a few new staff members join our Nokomis Montessori team or move to new roles for the 
2020-21 school year. Each month we are introducing some of these staff members. Check it out! 
 
Sarah 

Hi, my name is Sarah Nickila, and I am the Early Childhood Special Education 
Teacher. I have lived in St. Paul for 11 years with my husband and my two boys. I 
enjoy all that the Twin Cities has to offer with its culture, traditions, festivals, nature 
preserves, and its distinct seasons and natural beauty.  
 
I believe strongly in the Montessori Method of teaching. I believe exploration and 
curiosity help a child grow into a life-long learner and an independent thinker. I am 
so happy to be here at Nokomis Montessori South where it is such a peaceful 
community for our students to explore and grow.  

 
Jada 
Hi everyone! I'm excited to be joining the Nokomis 
staff this year as a new EA. I’m born and raised in 
Saint Paul. I am a middle child with three older 
siblings and a younger brother. In my free time I like 
to spend time with my nieces and my younger 
brother. I also like to paint and do graphic designs 
as well as photography. I would call myself an artist 
of many forms. I’m looking forward to getting to 
know you all. 
 
Informal virtual family gatherings with Ms. Abby, Principal 
Ms. Abby will host some 30-minute virtual gatherings each month. These are informal gatherings—they 
are a place to share ideas for what is working for you and your family in Distance Learning. It is also a 
place to ask questions and provide feedback about the possible transition to a hybrid learning model. 
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Watch for reminders in our weekly Monday family emails. Please reach out with any questions, 
suggestions, or feedback.  
 
Below are days/times and meeting links for the first few sessions. Mark your calendars J 
 
Day Time Meeting Link 
*Spanish session 
Thursday, November 5 

6:30-7:00 PM https://meet.google.com/ojz-oqxg-iax 

*English session 
Monday, November 9 

4:00-4:30 PM https://meet.google.com/ojz-oqxg-iax 
 

*Hmong session 
Thursday, November 12 

6:30-7:00 PM https://meet.google.com/ojz-oqxg-iax 

 
Possible transition to in-person learning (hybrid) 
Saint Paul Public Schools is regularly reviewing data and information collected around 23 readiness 
targets to determine when/if more students will transition to in-person learning in a hybrid learning 
model. In a hybrid learning model, students would attend school two days each week and continue 
distance learning three days each week. SPPS is currently considering a January 19, 2021 start day for 
students in Stage 2. 
 
Stage 2 at Nokomis Montessori South includes: 
• Montessori Children’s House 
• Montessori E1 (grades 1, 2, and 3) 
• Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD) Classrooms  

--------------------------------------------------------- 
SPPS is also looking at a possible transition for students in Stage 3 on January 19. If you have a student 
in stage 3, you should have gotten an email this week with some additional information. See below: 
 
Stage 3 at Nokomis Montessori South includes: 

• Montessori E2 (grades 4 and 5) 
 

As we continue to plan for a transition to hybrid learning, SPPS is asking that families in Stage 3 who 
are not comfortable with their student(s) returning to school please register for the SPPS Virtual 
Learning School by Wednesday, November 4. This will help SPPS develop accurate staffing plans for 
hybrid and distance learning options. 
 
Enrollment requests made by the deadline will be prioritized to keep students at their current schools 
and in their current programs. Enrollment requests received after that date will be processed and may 
result in a Virtual Learning School assignment in a different school. 
 
Transitioning students to hybrid learning will continue to be guided by our readiness targets. SPPS will 
reevaluate these targets regularly in order to ensure students and staff can return to hybrid learning as 
quickly and safely as possible. Please check your email, spps.org/reopen2020 and communications 
from your child’s school on a regular basis for the latest information. 
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Virtual Learning School 
Families in any stage that are not comfortable with their student(s) returning to school have the option to 
register for the SPPS Virtual Learning School to continue with distance learning for the entire school 
year. As a reminder, all students enrolled in the Virtual Learning School, before or after the deadline, 
will maintain their enrollment in their current school for the 2021-22 school year. Learn more 
at spps.org/virtuallearning. 
 
Introducing a new partnership: True Thao Counseling Services 
We have a new partnership with True Thao Counseling Services. You can find more information here: 
https://truethaocounseling.com/. If you are interested in learning more you can reach out to our school 
counselor, Kyle Johnson at kyle.johnson3@spps.org.  
 
Updates from our Nokomis Montessori South Parent-Teacher-Organization (PTO) 
Our Nokomis Montessori South PTO meets each month. If you are interested in learning more about the 
work of the PTO, please email nokomissouthpto@gmail.com. The next meeting is on Thursday, 
November 12 at 7:00 PM. 
 
Do you already shop online at Amazon? If so, check this out! When you shop 
at https://smile.amazon.com/ch/84-2846688, Amazon donates money directly to Nokomis Montessori 
PTO at no extra cost to you. Click on the link to go to Amazon Smile. Happy shopping! 
 
Distance Learning Tips 
We have gathered some ideas for supporting our students in Distance Learning. In this section in the 
newsletter, we will share a couple ideas each month. 
 
Here are some ideas that were shared with us about how to support students in building independence 
and celebrating their hard work: 

1. Talk with your child about what they can do when they don’t know what to do. Make a list and post it 
somewhere (e.g., I can re-read the directions or re-watch the video or lesson. I can look for an example. 
I can go on to a different lesson and come back to this one later. I can ask a sibling for help. I can go to 
my teacher’s office hours. I can send my teacher a message.) The goal is to build students’ 
independence. You can encourage your child to try some strategies before asking for help from an adult 
at home J 
 

2. Reflect with your child at some point each day or each week. Here are some conversations starters: 
What did you work hard on today? Tell me about that. Was anything about your school work difficult? 
How did you figure it out? If you didn’t, what might be a next step? What are you most proud of today? 
Why? Questions like these can help our students recognize and celebrate their hard work and problem-
solving skills! 


